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10 THE BUCCANEERS AND

by the powerful American republic to save the farmers
of Cuba. Meanwhile the conquest, occupation and
expulsion of Spain have been a pestilence of injury to
American development, while calling forth some of
the most daring and heroic deeds that have ever been
recorded in the savage antagonisms of men. Tudor
captains, famous in English history; privateers, bear-
ing at their mast-heads the colors of England, Holland
or France; Buccaneers, creeping with murderous dar-
ing along the coasts; and corsairs boldly flying the
black flag—all delighted alike in carrying terror and
devastation to the subjects of Spain.

There was a hundred years’ carnival of cruelty and
glory, disaster and victory, pillage and ransom, mas-
sacre and retaliation, which swept Spanish commerce
from the western seas and ravaged the Spanish Main
with fire and sword, from Florida around Cape Horn
to California.

The most powerful nation in Europe was unable to
prevent its western possessions from becoming a scene
of unmitigated

“ Blight and famine, plague and earthquake,
Roaring deep and fiery sands,

Clanging fights, and flaming towns;
Sinking ships and praying hands.”

Until a quarter of a century after the discovery of
America no foreign vessel ventured to approach the
West Indies, where Spain asserted exclusive dominion.

In 1517 England sent two ships to visit the Great
Cham of Tartary. Being separated by a storm, one
reached the coast of Brazil, and then sailed north-
ward into the Caribbean Sea and anchored off a port

in San Domingo. The captain asked leave to come
































































































































































































































































































84 THE BUCCANEERS AND

duty to my admiral. My country commands me to
fight my king’s foes wherever they are found.”’

Finding two vessels some distance from the main
body, he attacked and captured them before the rest
of the English fleet could come to their assistance.
With these prizes he sailed on to Brest alone. But
the political powers, if not the fates, were against him,
and the ‘‘Hero of Nantes’’ was soon after thrown into
prison on the charge of ‘‘importuning the cardinal and
the king’s ministers too much for so-called rights.’’

He was released after a long imprisonment, but it
was to die of neglect in poverty and misery, robbed of
his share in the rich spoils turned over to the mer-
chants of Marseilles.

There is now a statue to him in his native town.












RREh T NG —- -




























































































































































































































































r———





















































































































































































































